
Georgia: The Local Impact of Federal Cuts 
A reporter's field guide to the Trump administration's cuts to the federal workforce, federal 
funding and federal infrastructure that touch Georgia communities. 

How to Use This Brief 

This brief covers cuts made by the Trump administration through executive action since Jan. 20, 2025, 
including grant terminations, contract cancellations, Office of Financial Management 
and Department of Government Efficiency-driven freezes, agency reorganizations, reductions in 
force and rule recessions that slashed funding flows. This brief excludes provisions that took effect 
through the congressional voting and budgetary process. It focuses primarily on cuts that have had 
the greatest impact on Georgia communities and received less local media coverage in Georgia's 
media markets.  

Each sector entry below includes (1) what happened and the executive action behind it, (2) Georgia-
specific impact, identifying affected institutions, (3) story angles that support human-
impact ledes and (4) sourcing pointers.  

*Note: This guide is a compilation of publicly available reporting and primary source documents and 
does not reflect original data collection or research conducted by the Partnership for Public Service. 
Numbers and named institutions are drawn from cited reporting and primary documents available 
as of July 2026. Reporters should be diligent about verifying any funding restorations triggered by 
ongoing litigation, as the lawsuit landscape changes frequently.  

Georgia at a Glance 

• Federal cuts from the Department of Health and Human Services, including a $334 million 
funding cancellation that led to the elimination of 180 state jobs at the Georgia 
Department of Public Health, alongside tens of millions of dollars frozen and capped in 
National Institutes of Health biomedical research funds affecting Emory University and the 
University of Georgia. 

• About $40 million in Environmental Protection Agency Community Change and 
Environmental Justice grants were disrupted across multiple cities in Georgia 

• $22 million in specialized Department of Commerce economic grants were terminated for 
rural broadband adoption, digital literacy and internet access. 

• Over $18 million cut from the Department of Labor for IT modernization to the 
unemployment insurance program.  

https://www.ajc.com/news/health-news/trump-administration-rescinds-millions-in-georgia-covid-funds/FRIS2WZGHFEDNL7QEALIY2E4SA/
https://www.ajc.com/news/health-news/trump-administration-rescinds-millions-in-georgia-covid-funds/FRIS2WZGHFEDNL7QEALIY2E4SA/
https://www.wabe.org/health-research-funding-cuts-to-georgia-universities-stack-up/
https://grant-witness.us/
https://thecurrentga.org/2025/06/30/rural-georgia-faces-losses-from-doge-grants/
https://thecurrentga.org/2025/06/30/rural-georgia-faces-losses-from-doge-grants/
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/25956740-arpa-it-project-funding-elimination-may-2025-v2/?mode=document


Centers for Disease Control and Prevention: Cuts to 
Public Health 

The What 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, or CDC, eliminated $2 million in federal funding 
for Georgia's Tobacco Use Prevention Program, forcing the state to cut the office and its 
management staff. While this compromised local district outreach, Georgia's core youth vaping 
and tobacco prevention frameworks—including the Tobacco-Free Schools program—remain active 
and operational. Separately, the CDC has rescinded approximately $334 million in grant funding for 
the Georgia Department of Public Health. While Georgia public health officials stated that everyday 
core public health services are protected, the clawback eliminated self-serve public testing kiosks 
and contracted COVID-19 contact-tracing staff. 

Impact on Georgia 

The $334 million funding clawback forced the termination of roughly 180 personnel, of which 170 
were tasked with COVID-19 contact tracing. The loss of these public health infrastructure grants 
slowed ongoing data modernization timelines, forcing state and local health districts to seek 
alternative revenue sources to complete critical upgrades. Because Georgia opted out of multi-state 
lawsuits against these rollbacks, it was left behind while participating states successfully restored 
nearly 80% of their lost CDC funds. 

Story Angles 

Story Angle 1  

Vaping remains a challenge in Georgia public schools with tens of thousands of discipline 
incidents annually. Embed with a school district trying to manage the crisis to show how the day-
to-day enforcement burden falls heavily onto school administrators and teachers. 

Story Angle 2 

Explore the macro-political tension of the funding disparity between states, investigating how 
Georgia’s decision to bow out of the multi-state litigation left its local health departments dry while 
other states recovered the majority of their funds. 

Story Angle 3 

Profile a local health department worker. Document the increased workload and operational 
delays in tracking local disease outbreaks after the $334 million infrastructure clawback forced the 
termination of about 180 personnel, of which 170 were contact-tracing and support personnel. 
Highlight the potential real-world risk of losing patient-sample couriers between rural clinics and 
centralized labs. 

 

https://roughdraftatlanta.com/2025/06/14/georgia-cigarette-tax-increase/
https://roughdraftatlanta.com/2025/06/14/georgia-cigarette-tax-increase/
https://www.ajc.com/news/health-news/trump-administration-rescinds-millions-in-georgia-covid-funds/FRIS2WZGHFEDNL7QEALIY2E4SA/
https://www.healthbeat.org/atlanta/2025/04/01/cdc-layoffs-hhs-rfk-jr-jobs-economy/
https://www.healthbeat.org/atlanta/2025/04/01/cdc-layoffs-hhs-rfk-jr-jobs-economy/
https://www.ajc.com/news/health-news/trump-administration-rescinds-millions-in-georgia-covid-funds/FRIS2WZGHFEDNL7QEALIY2E4SA/
https://georgiarecorder.com/2025/08/21/georgia-health-officials-see-federal-funding-cuts-as-chance-to-prioritize-but-seek-long-term-fixes/
https://georgiarecorder.com/2025/08/21/georgia-health-officials-see-federal-funding-cuts-as-chance-to-prioritize-but-seek-long-term-fixes/
https://kffhealthnews.org/courts/cdc-grant-trump-clawbacks-blue-red-state-comparison/
https://abcnews.com/GMA/Living/schools-crack-vaping-new-school-year-gets-underway/story?id=124448025
https://www.ajc.com/education/ga-schools-grapple-with-vaping-experts-say-solutions-lie-in-regulation/NKFROMF2JJG3RA74JHAHGD4MQI/
https://www.ajc.com/education/ga-schools-grapple-with-vaping-experts-say-solutions-lie-in-regulation/NKFROMF2JJG3RA74JHAHGD4MQI/
https://www.ajc.com/news/2025/08/red-states-like-georgia-lose-cdc-grants-while-blue-states-that-sued-keep-many/
https://www.ajc.com/news/health-news/trump-administration-rescinds-millions-in-georgia-covid-funds/FRIS2WZGHFEDNL7QEALIY2E4SA/
https://thecurrentga.org/2025/06/30/rural-georgia-faces-losses-from-doge-grants/


National Institutes of Health: Harms to Scientific Talent 

The What 

The federal government attempted sweeping cuts to National Institutes of Health, hitting major 
research hubs like Emory University, the University of Georgia and Georgia Tech by defunding 
projects tied to health equity research. As of mid-2026, $23 million across 46 active Georgia research 
grants remain frozen or terminated. While the Supreme Court left intact a ruling that the broad policy 
directives involving NIH were illegal, it simultaneously blocked a lower court order that would have 
forced the immediate restoration of the funds—allowing these specific project cancellations to 
stand in legal limbo. 

Impact on Georgia 

The freeze directly has caused more than $23 million in cumulative federal research funding 
disruptions, with biomedical research projects losing over $9.7 million. The rollbacks heavily hit 
institutions like Emory University and the University of Georgia, disproportionately targeting minority 
health initiatives. Beyond halted medical progress, the cuts have triggered an economic and talent 
drain, with universities finding it increasingly difficult to retain post-doctoral researchers, lab 
technicians and data analysts. This talent flight threatens to derail Atlanta's multi-decade campaign 
to brand itself as the “Public Health Capital of the World.” 

Story Angles 

Story Angle 1 

Go inside the medical research complexes at Emory or UGA to interview lead scientists and explain 
how a sudden mid-cycle freeze has disrupted years of accumulated biological data and patient 
progress in clinical trials. 

Story Angle 2 

Profile a local Georgia family whose health or survival depends on an experimental clinical trial that 
has been suddenly stalled or defunded due to the NIH freeze. Further, talk directly to university 
researchers behind these efforts. 

Story Angle 3 

Document the migration of scientific talent away from Georgia. Interview post-doctoral 
researchers and lab technicians who have been laid off or are leaving the state, examining the long-
term economic blow to Atlanta’s public health infrastructure and services. 

https://www.wabe.org/health-research-funding-cuts-to-georgia-universities-stack-up/
https://www.wabe.org/health-research-funding-cuts-to-georgia-universities-stack-up/
https://grant-witness.us/reports/2026-07-13_NIH_report.html
https://grant-witness.us/reports/2026-07-13_NIH_report.html
https://www.highereddive.com/news/disappointing-supreme-court-voids-order-restoring-nih-grants/758440/
https://www.aclu.org/press-releases/supreme-court-issues-partial-stay-in-nih-research-grants-case
https://www.healthaffairs.org/content/forefront/federal-health-funding-litigation-under-trump-administration-year-review
https://grant-witness.us/
https://grant-witness.us/
https://grant-witness.us/nih-data.html
https://georgiarecorder.com/2025/09/16/nih-grant-cuts-throw-science-into-a-downward-spiral-researchers-and-advocates-say/
https://georgiarecorder.com/2025/09/16/nih-grant-cuts-throw-science-into-a-downward-spiral-researchers-and-advocates-say/
https://www.statnews.com/2026/03/19/nih-funding-national-researcher-survey-finds-cutbacks-disruptions/
https://www.wsbtv.com/news/local/money-revoked-by-doge-leaves-80-million-hole-georgia-higher-ed/4NUEG62LZRG3TPMMJ4RQYUVWBU/
https://exploringhealth.org/2022/04/21/atlanta-the-public-health-capital-of-the-world/


Environmental Protection Agency: Stalling Environmental 
and Climate Initiatives  

The What 

The Trump administration has disrupted  about $40 million in EPA funding across Georgia as part of 
executive cutbacks targeting federal environmental justice and climate initiatives. While the 
administration attempted to permanently rescind these programs, a federal judge in South 
Carolina ruled that the cancellations were illegal. In July 2026, the court ordered the EPA to bypass 
its internal freeze and resume administering the $2.8 billion Environmental and Climate Justice 
Block Program nationwide, though disbursement of funds will take time as the consequences of 
delayed funding persist.  

Impact on Georgia 

The funding freezes directly hit university research and local projects across the state. In Southwest 
Georgia, the EPA stripped a $19.8 million Community Change Grant from Thomasville that was 
designated for a new public health clinic and critical wastewater upgrades. In the Metro Atlanta area, 
the agency canceled a $20 million resilience hub grant in Gwinnett County, triggering localized 
lawsuits against the agency. EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin’s previously signaled that frozen 
municipal grants might only be restored if municipal proposals scrubbed references to diversity and 
environmental justice. Concurrently, the state is receiving a separate, protected pot of tens of 
millions of dollars for targeted water infrastructure (such as lead pipe and PFAS removal) under the 
administration's 'Make America Healthy Again' guidelines. 

Story Angles 

Story Angle 1 

Profile a family in the West Point/Troup County border area who received approval for 
Groundswell’s clean energy weatherization program right before the EPA rescinded the funding. 
Use their summer 2026 cooling bills and threats of being disconnected to show the immediate cost 
of the freeze. Contrast their reality with one of the local families who successfully received the 
upgrades before the funding cut. Anchor the piece with the Office of Inspector General report 
confirming the grant was originally awarded through a flawless, legally compliant process. 

Story Angle 2  

Track down the local historic gym that was slated to be transformed into a Federally Qualified 
Health Clinic before the grant was scrubbed. Show how the abandoned building sits directly next to 
local daycare centers that are prone to high rates of childhood pneumonia. 

https://grant-witness.us/
https://grist.org/cities/trump-cuts-hundreds-of-epa-grants-leaving-cities-on-the-hook-for-climate-resiliency/
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/12062026/judge-rules-trump-environmental-justice-grant-cancellations-unlawful/
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/12062026/judge-rules-trump-environmental-justice-grant-cancellations-unlawful/
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/24072026/epa-ordered-to-release-environmental-justice-funds/
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/24072026/epa-ordered-to-release-environmental-justice-funds/
https://grant-witness.us/epa-data.html
https://grist.org/cities/trump-cuts-hundreds-of-epa-grants-leaving-cities-on-the-hook-for-climate-resiliency/
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/epa-inspector-general-report-terminated-ej-community-change-grants-awarded-properly/814167/
https://www.wric.com/news/politics/ap-epa-chief-zeldin-faces-bipartisan-anger-in-senate-over-funding-freeze-grant-cancellations/
https://www.wric.com/news/politics/ap-epa-chief-zeldin-faces-bipartisan-anger-in-senate-over-funding-freeze-grant-cancellations/
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-announces-254-million-georgia-address-pfas-drinking-water
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-announces-254-million-georgia-address-pfas-drinking-water
https://groundswell.org/press-release/soul-completes-100th-home/
https://groundswell.org/press-release/soul-completes-100th-home/
https://www.epa.gov/office-inspector-general/report-evaluation-epas-review-track-i-community-change-grant-applications
https://www.ossoff.senate.gov/press-releases/watch-sen-ossoff-presses-epa-administrator-on-cancellation-of-public-health-grant-for-thomasville-ga/
https://www.ossoff.senate.gov/press-releases/watch-sen-ossoff-presses-epa-administrator-on-cancellation-of-public-health-grant-for-thomasville-ga/
https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2026/7/27/800074569/health/public-health-improvements-stall-amid-trumps-dei-crackdown/


Department of Commerce: Broadband Access Delays  

The What 

More than $22 million in specialized federal digital equity grants were terminated for rural broadband 
adoption, digital literacy and internet access under directives from the Department of Government 
Efficiency. The program's sudden termination forced local entities and libraries to scrap projects and 
alter staffing. While these cancellations were challenged in court, a July 2026 federal ruling 
determined that a total program shutdown was unwarranted and cleared the path for the program to 
resume without its disputed race-conscious provisions.  

Impact on Georgia 

The cuts immediately halted localized funding rollouts intended for rural broadband adoption and 
infrastructure scaling. According to community assessments, the loss of these digital pipelines 
isolates high-poverty rural counties, leaving local businesses, schools and healthcare facilities 
disconnected from vital telehealth networks and online commerce. 

Story Angles 

Story Angle 1  

Frame the story around the current limbo. Even though the July 2026 federal court ruling cleared 
the path for digital equity grants to resume, the real-world administrative delay in redistributing 
Georgia's $22 million means projects may be stalled. Profile recent high school and college 
graduates from low-connectivity regions. Show how this prolonged, multi-year state of limbo 
makes remote work or local entrepreneurship impossible, draining the county of its next 
generation. 

Story Angle 2 

Seniors and veterans in Georgia faced immediate, severe logistical hurdles amid broadband 
funding cuts. Cover the long drives they must take to reach centralized VA clinics in Atlanta—trips 
that could be replaced by video telehealth appointments if the Georgia Technology Authority’s 
halted digital roadmap was deployed rather than caught in federal transition backlogs. 

Department of Labor: IT Modernization  

The What 

The Department of Labor cut over $18 million designed to modernize the state's unemployment 
benefits IT system. This loss of funding left state leaders and labor commissioner find state 
resources and make budget adjustments to push forward with the project.  

https://thecurrentga.org/2025/06/30/rural-georgia-faces-losses-from-doge-grants/
https://atlantadailyworld.com/2025/07/08/trumps-doge-kills-georgia-internet-access-program-for-black-people/
https://atlantadailyworld.com/2025/07/08/trumps-doge-kills-georgia-internet-access-program-for-black-people/
https://broadbandbreakfast.com/one-year-after-cancellation-digital-equity-act-tied-up-in-legal-challenges/
https://broadbandbreakfast.com/one-year-after-cancellation-digital-equity-act-tied-up-in-legal-challenges/
https://www.theusconstitution.org/litigation/national-digital-inclusion-alliance-v-trump/
https://scienceforgeorgia.org/knowledge-base1/lost-federal-grants-in-georgia/
https://scienceforgeorgia.org/knowledge-base1/lost-federal-grants-in-georgia/
https://connecthumanity.fund/to-expand-broadband-rural-communities-need-clarity-on-government-funding/
https://thecurrentga.org/2025/06/30/rural-georgia-faces-losses-from-doge-grants/
https://www.binnews.com/content/2025-07-07-trumps-doge-kills-georgia-internet-access-program-for-black-people/
https://gta.georgia.gov/news/2026-06-25/bridging-digital-divide-georgia-technology-authoritys-rural-connectivity-efforts
https://gta.georgia.gov/news/2026-06-25/bridging-digital-divide-georgia-technology-authoritys-rural-connectivity-efforts
https://thecurrentga.org/2025/06/30/rural-georgia-faces-losses-from-doge-grants/
https://www.wsbtv.com/news/local/atlanta/department-labor-spending-46-million-modernize-unemployment-insurance-system/IQK4UBUQTZFXBDSIHZUA26X4VQ/


Impact on Georgia 

The sudden federal freeze severely disrupted ongoing timelines for cloud hosting, state software 
procurement and online fraud detection systems. The remaining portion of the federal grant was also 
blocked. Because the transition suffered immediate delays, the Georgia Department of Labor has 
been forced to prolong its reliance on a 43-year-old computer mainframe. This extension temporarily 
exacerbates processing delays and exposes the legacy system to a “heightened risk” of online 
identity fraud while the state transitions to its newly budgeted cloud platform.  

Story Angles 

Story Angle 1  

Evaluate the operational transition from the legacy mainframe to the new system during its 
scheduled rollout window. To what extent did the loss of the $18 million in federal modernization 
grants alter the final features, security frameworks or the deployment timeline of the project? How 
are Georgia labor officials managing the technical migration of active user data from the 43-year-
old mainframe to the new cloud infrastructure? 

Story Angle 2 

Track how the project shifted entirely onto the state budget and check the accountability of those 
state funds. What long-term operational trade-offs, if any, were made within the broader state 
Labor Department budget to absorb the costs of the modernization pivot? What protocols are in 
place to ensure data integrity and security during the migration of active user files from the legacy 
database over to the cloud?  

 

 

 

 

https://thecurrentga.org/2025/06/30/rural-georgia-faces-losses-from-doge-grants/
https://thecurrentga.org/2025/06/30/rural-georgia-faces-losses-from-doge-grants/
https://thecurrentga.org/2025/06/30/rural-georgia-faces-losses-from-doge-grants/
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/25956740-arpa-it-project-funding-elimination-may-2025-v2/?mode=document
https://dol.georgia.gov/ui-inspire

