
Ohio: The Local Impact of Federal Cuts 
A reporter's field guide to the Trump administration's cuts to the federal workforce, federal 
funding and federal infrastructure that touch Ohio communities. 

How To Use This Brief 
This brief covers cuts made by the Trump administration through executive action since Jan. 20, 
2025, including grant terminations, contract cancellations, Office of Management and Budget and 
Department of Government Efficiency-driven freezes, agency reorganizations, reductions in force 
and rule recessions that slash funding flows. This brief excludes provisions that took effect through 
the congressional voting and budgetary process. It focuses primarily on cuts that have had the 
greatest impact on Ohio communities and received less local media coverage in Ohio’s media 
markets.  

Each sector entry below includes (1) what happened and the executive action behind it, (2) Ohio-
specific impact, identifying affected institutions, (3) story angles that support human-impact ledes 
and (4) sourcing pointers. 

*Note: Numbers and named institutions are drawn from cited reporting and primary documents 
available as of July 2026. Reporters should be diligent about verifying any funding restorations 
triggered by ongoing litigation, as the lawsuit landscape changes frequently. 

Ohio at a Glance 

• $387.34 million in active Centers for Disease Control and Prevention discretionary grant 
freezes affecting the Ohio Department of Health and major metropolitan health boards 
across Columbus and Jackson. 

• $329.42 million in frozen funds across 15 Environmental Protection Agency infrastructure 
and utility modernization grants statewide. 

• $11 million cut directly from biomedical laboratories across 31 disrupted National 
Institutes of Health research grants, heavily impacting Ohio State University, Case Western 
Reserve University and the University of Cincinnati. 

• $7.5 million in National Science Foundation  cuts statewide, resulting in reduced academic 
and Ph.D. positions. 

https://grant-witness.us/
https://grant-witness.us/
https://grant-witness.us/
https://grant-witness.us/nih-data.html
https://grant-witness.us/nih-data.html


Centers for Disease Control and Prevention: Cuts to 
Public Health 

The What 

The federal government targeted multiyear federal grants to Ohio, disrupting core public health 
programs, including infectious disease tracking, record modernization and lead prevention. Ohio is 
one of the three worst-hit states for discretionary Centers for Disease Control and Prevention grant 
disruptions.  

Out of eight CDC grants disrupted in the state, only two have been successfully reinstated, leaving 
the remaining six grants actively frozen. An injunction issued in a court case brought by more than 
20 Democratic-led states disputing the cancelation restored nearly 80% of their cut public health 
funds. But because Ohio was not involved in that litigation, its programs remained heavily affected. 

Impact on Ohio 

Federal grant cancellations have strained public health budgets across the Ohio Department of 
Health. Because CDC grants provide a significant share of state and local public health 
programming, these clawbacks harmed important public health efforts.   
 
Funding cuts triggered immediate operational emergencies locally, forcing municipal hubs like 
Columbus to freeze health record upgrades and lay off infectious disease investigators midcycle. 
Four grants intended to strengthen public health in tribal lands and one grant to support efforts to 
reduce substance use disorders were terminated. These cuts directly hamper biological 
surveillance and vaccination efforts. 
 

Story Angles 

Story Angle 1  
Investigate how a disruption of active federal grants can quietly cripple basic public safety 
operations across the state. Highlight the economic multiplier effect using independent data 
showing that every $1.00 cut from discretionary public health spending triggers a $1.40 contraction 
in local economic output, due to lost payrolls and strained labor capacities. 

Story Angle 2 

Profile municipal health labs forced to scale back vital early-warning systems due to federal 
downsizing and grant eliminations. Spectrum News reported that Summit County's public health 
commissioner confirmed grants intended for critical lab renovations had been canceled, while 
Lorain County had cut back on frontline disease intervention specialists responsible for case 

investigations. These cuts are occurring amid a backdrop of proposed nationwide budget cuts from 

https://kffhealthnews.org/courts/cdc-grant-trump-clawbacks-blue-red-state-comparison/
https://grant-witness.us/reports/2026-04-27_CDC_report.html
https://grant-witness.us/
https://grant-witness.us/
https://san.com/cc/judges-injunction-on-cdc-funding-leaves-republican-led-states-behind/
https://athensindependent.com/republish-kff-cdc-clawbacks/
https://kffhealthnews.org/courts/cdc-grant-trump-clawbacks-blue-red-state-comparison/
https://www.kff.org/other-health/cdcs-funding-for-state-and-local-public-health-how-much-and-where-does-it-go/
https://kffhealthnews.org/courts/cdc-grant-trump-clawbacks-blue-red-state-comparison/
https://athensindependent.com/republish-kff-cdc-clawbacks/
https://athensindependent.com/republish-kff-cdc-clawbacks/
https://www.cdcdataproject.org/harm-to-states
https://www.kff.org/other-health/cdcs-funding-for-state-and-local-public-health-how-much-and-where-does-it-go/
https://www.healthpolicyohio.org/health-policy-news/2025/08/29/ohio-among-states-with-most-cdc-funding-cuts-to-state-local-public-health
https://www.healthpolicyohio.org/health-policy-news/2025/08/29/ohio-among-states-with-most-cdc-funding-cuts-to-state-local-public-health
https://accountablehealth.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs6441/files/2025-09/cdc_economic_impact_report_0.pdf
https://spectrumnews1.com/oh/columbus/news/2025/04/02/local-impact-of-hhs-cuts
https://spectrumnews1.com/oh/columbus/news/2025/04/02/local-impact-of-hhs-cuts
https://apnews.com/article/measles-wastewater-polio-bird-flu-surveillance-5e7eb60708fd1844fee30a47170e19d4


the administration to wastewater testing, which epidemiologists heavily rely on as an early-warning 
system to detect spikes in viral loads weeks before patients overwhelm clinics. 
 

Story Angle 3 

Examine county health departments, outside major metros, that rely heavily on targeted federal 
funds to run clinics and infant mortality programs. While major cities like Cleveland possess local 
tax levies and massive hospital networks, these mechanisms are currently failing to bridge the 
massive funding chasms, leaving urban centers facing severe deficits and potential layoffs. 
Document how liquidating unspent federal health funds affects local nurses, community health 
workers and mobile health outreach in underserved areas.   

Environmental Protection Agency: Stalling Environmental 
and Climate Initiatives  

The What 

The federal government froze Ohio's environmental infrastructure and utility modernization lines. 
Across the state, 15 Environmental Protection Agency grant lines were disrupted, with no grants 
reinstated or unfrozen as of July 2026, further withholding over $329 million in infrastructure 
investment.  
 
This was compounded by two federal mechanisms: a program-wide termination of entire divisions 
(such as the EPA Environmental Justice division) and the implementation of a new administrative 
rule requiring the Department of Government Efficiency to manually review any expenditure 
exceeding $50,000. In June 2026, a federal judge ruled that the EPA acted illegally in canceling its 
environmental and climate justice grant programs. However, administrative delays continue to 
hold up released funds. 

Impact on Ohio 

This loss of EPA grant funding has struck a direct blow to northeast Ohio, with a $129 million 
funding freeze to climate initiatives. Concurrently, the EPA finalized $5.5 million in routine, 
competitive Brownfield Multipurpose, Assessment and Cleanup grants to accelerate contaminated 
site remediation in Ohio industrial hubs, including in Cuyahoga County, Lorain County and the city 
of Toledo. Still, without full funding restoration, other critical funding for projects to reduce 
pollution, increase climate resilience and build community capacity—intended to help 
disadvantaged communities tackle environmental and climate challenges—may still be stalled or 
lost.   
 

https://apnews.com/article/measles-wastewater-polio-bird-flu-surveillance-5e7eb60708fd1844fee30a47170e19d4
https://cuyahogacounty.gov/executive/news/press-releases-archive/2026-press-releases/2026/07/08/cuyahoga-county-seeks-funding-for-health-and-human-services
https://www.cleveland.com/news/2026/07/cuyahoga-county-projected-to-end-year-with-just-3m-in-hhs-levy-fund-eyes-november-tax-increase.html
https://www.dispatch.com/story/news/healthcare/2025/04/03/federal-cuts-to-covid-funds-prompt-layoffs-at-columbus-public-health/82794599007/?gnt-cfr=1&gca-cat=p&gca-uir=true&gca-epti=z11xx49p004050c004050e1131xxv11xx49d--72--b--72--&gca-ft=161&gca-ds=sophi
https://www.cleveland.com/news/2025/04/local-health-departments-brace-for-layoffs-cuts-after-cdc-funding-slashed.html
https://grant-witness.us/
https://grant-witness.us/
https://eelp.law.harvard.edu/tracker/epa-launched-new-office-of-environmental-justice-and-external-civil-rights-oejecr/
https://apnews.com/article/trump-doge-epa-spending-musk-zeldin-whitehouse-3a381c3b136fb1b39dc5acd37dc6f28c
https://apnews.com/article/trump-doge-epa-spending-musk-zeldin-whitehouse-3a381c3b136fb1b39dc5acd37dc6f28c
https://www.notus.org/agencies/federal-judge-epa-trump-administration-unlawful-justice-block-grants
https://www.notus.org/agencies/federal-judge-epa-trump-administration-unlawful-justice-block-grants
https://grant-witness.us/
https://spectrumnews1.com/oh/columbus/news/2025/02/19/freeze-on-federal-epa-grants-halts-progress-on-renewable-energy--job-training
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-announces-55-million-grants-assess-and-cleanup-communities-ohio
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-announces-55-million-grants-assess-and-cleanup-communities-ohio
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-announces-more-20-million-environmental-and-climate-justice-community-change
https://www.wvxu.org/environment/2025-04-02/green-umbrella-loses-500k-federal-grant-environment
https://www.wvxu.org/environment/2025-04-02/green-umbrella-loses-500k-federal-grant-environment


Parallel Funding Flows: New infrastructure dollars continue to flow under different federal 
mechanisms, creating critical regional disparities: 

• Abandoned Mine Cleanup: On June 16, 2026, the federal government announced that 
Ohio and other Appalachian states will receive $679 million to restore waterways and lands 
impacted by historic coal mining, although some of this funding was cut during 
congressional appropriations.   

• Water Infrastructure and PFAS: Ohio remains eligible for $20.89 million in EPA funds to 
assist local communities in testing and treating PFAS contaminants. 

• Policy Shifts: On May 29, 2026, the federal EPA proposed approving Ohio's request to 
remove an "air nuisance rule" from its State Implementation Plan. On June 18, 2026, Ohio 
state representatives introduced a resolution urging the EPA to revise federal methane 
rules to protect smaller, conventional oil and gas producers from regulatory burdens. 

Story Angles 

Story Angle 1 

Focus on routine, vital upgrades needed at local water treatment plants—like replacing automated 
water filtration membranes or upgrading chemical processing units—that are at a standstill 
because of onerous federal spending reviews implemented by DOGE that still persist. Document 
how water boards are forced to secure high-interest local debt, leading directly to proposed rate 
increases, such as Columbus moving forward with utility rate hikes up to 18% to fund necessary 
water infrastructure.  

Story Angle 2 

Report on the environmental consequences of freezing funds intended to address pollution. While 
the June 11, 2026 court ruling declared the freeze on Environmental Justice Block Grants illegal—
meaning the money legally belongs to the communities—the EPA's refusal to act briefly trapped 
the funding in a bureaucratic limbo until a follow-up court order on July 22, 2026 legally compelled 
the agency to distribute the money before its Sept. 30 deadline.  
 
The administration already dismantled regional EPA offices and reassigned or placed staff on 
leave, leaving few personnel to process funding or manage runoff monitoring programs. Show how 
unmonitored agricultural runoff fuels toxic summer algal blooms, impacting lakefront tourism and 
local businesses. 

https://www.newsfromthestates.com/article/federal-funding-coming-ohio-abandoned-mine-cleanup-reduced-rate
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-announces-more-20-million-ohio-address-pfas-drinking-water
https://www.ohiomfg.com/our-communities/u-s-epa-backs-removal-of-ohio-air-nuisance-rule/
https://ohiohouse.gov/members/ty-moore/news/reps-mathews-moore-urge-epa-to-revise-federal-methane-rule-to-protect-ohios-small-oil-and-gas-producers-strengthen-energy-security-146400
https://fortune.com/2025/03/07/epa-staffers-must-now-get-doge-approval-before-spending-anything-on-items-greater-than-50000/
https://www.nbc4i.com/news/local-news/columbus/columbus-oks-utility-rate-hikes/
https://www.wosu.org/2025-05-22/regional-epa-staff-cuts-raise-concerns-of-threats-to-ohios-environmental-climate-progress
https://www.notus.org/agencies/federal-judge-epa-trump-administration-unlawful-justice-block-grants
https://www.publicrightsproject.org/what-we-do/legal-advocacy/sustainability-institute-trump-march-2025/
https://www.govexec.com/workforce/2025/09/trump-administration-track-cut-1-3-epa-staffers-end-2025/408455/
https://epa.ohio.gov/monitor-pollution/pollution-issues/harmful-algae-blooms


National Institutes of Health: Cutting Research 

The What 

The federal government targeted National Institutes of Health grants using keyword screening 
filters for terms related to diversity, equity, inclusion, and specialized demographic studies. 
Statewide, as of July 2026, 31 NIH grants faced federal funding disruption.  

Impact on Ohio 

The funding holds represent a direct loss of $11 million for biomedical research laboratories in 
Ohio. The cuts included 18 grants at The Ohio State University, nine at Case Western Reserve 
University, six at the University of Cincinnati, and three at Nationwide Children's Hospital. While 
overall annual NIH funding to Ohio remained steady at over $1 billion in fiscal year 2025—allowing 
major institutions to bridge short-term gaps—specialized research tracks in health equity and 
demographic health outcomes were eliminated or suspended.  

Story Angles 

Story Angle 1 

Investigate how researchers are modifying proposal language to pass automated federal screening 
filters. Speak with academic leaders regarding the chilling effect these vetting processes have on 
research in maternal health and rural healthcare access. Examine fields of inquiry that are 
potentially bypassed or shelved due to the administrative risk of automated rejection.  

Story Angle 2 

Document the impact on specialized institutional training programs, such as Ohio State 
University's research career initiatives. Profile early-career researchers affected by midcycle grant 
terminations and examine whether talent is shifting toward private industry, out-of-state 
institutions or even overseas. Analyze the long-term institutional toll of funding instability and the 
migration of scientific personnel to international jurisdictions. 

Story Angle 3 

Report on the patient-and-provider fallout when targeted behavioral health, substance abuse and 
demographic clinical studies are suddenly halted. Show how vulnerable local patient 
populations—specifically in rural Ohio, minority maternal health groups, or LGBTQ+ youth 
cohorts—lost access to active, grant-funded health interventions and behavioral screenings, 
leaving years of continuous patient data compromised. 

https://www.highereddive.com/news/ctrlf-federal-agencies-used-keyword-searches-to-nix-grants-en-masse-cour/826065/
https://www.highereddive.com/news/ctrlf-federal-agencies-used-keyword-searches-to-nix-grants-en-masse-cour/826065/
https://grant-witness.us/nih-data.html
https://grant-witness.us/nih-data.html
https://www.cleveland.com/healthfit/2026/03/ohio-holds-steady-at-1b-in-nih-grants-despite-funding-threats.html
https://report.nih.gov/award/index.cfm?ot=&fy=2025&state=OH&ic=&fm=&orgid=&distr=&rfa=&om=n&pid=&view=statedetail
https://research.osu.edu/
https://www.thelantern.com/projects/project/the-cost-of-cuts-how-nih-funding-cuts-disrupted-ohio-state-research/
https://www.aau.edu/key-issues/scientific-talent-america-going-abroad-or-choosing-not-come


National Science Foundation: University Research Cuts 

The What 

The federal government applied keyword screening tools to National Science Foundation awards 
targeting diversity initiatives, behavioral studies and climate research. Unlike other agencies, NSF 
has maintained that awards terminated for failing to align with agency priorities are final and 
completely ineligible for appeal, resulting in a near-total block on reinstatements across Ohio's 
affected public and private labs outside of litigation. In June 2026, the NSF briefly paused 
grantmaking operations amid leadership transitions, delaying pending applications nationwide.  

Impact on Ohio  

 The Ohio State University alone lost $4.38 million in NSF funding. The disruption includes the 
permanent termination of over $4.6 million in NSF funding to eight Ohio colleges and universities 
intended to double the number of underrepresented minorities completing STEM degrees in Ohio, 
alongside smaller targeted portfolios such as a $445,606 geosciences diversity grant.1 Individual 
research grants led an OSU assistant professor in engineering education to lose her $700,000 NSF 
grant because the word "climate" was flagged, despite her research focusing entirely on the 
doctoral workplace environment. 

Story Angles 

Story Angle 1  

Document the impact on graduate engineering and geoscience programs across Ohio universities. 
As multiyear grants were reduced, departments lost funding for graduate student stipends. While 
individual NSF Graduate Research Fellowship Program students successfully rebounded to 2,599 
awards and Congress rejected targeted cuts, broader administrative pullbacks and a 30% cut to 
core science program budgets severely shrank the overall workforce pipeline.  
 
This macro contraction aligns with official agency tracking showing total NSF-supported graduate 
student slots across all active research portfolios dropping from an estimated 41,500 down to 
12,400. According to Inside Higher Ed, this dual environment of administrative uncertainty and 
shrinking core research portfolios has heavily forced top doctoral programs to contract their intake, 
driving top-tier graduate talent away from Ohio academics and into private industry.  
 
Story Angle 2 
Profile how Ohio's primary research universities are successfully or unsuccessfully maintaining 
core operations while avoiding the major faculty layoffs seen elsewhere. Impacted NIH grant-

 
1 Download Grant Witness’ data set on terminated NSF grants. Filter “org_state” to OH and “org_name” to 
OHIO STATE. View the totals in “remaning_at_disrupted” to calculate the cumulative loss to OSU. 

https://www.nsf.gov/updates-on-priorities
https://www.highereddive.com/news/federal-judge-declines-to-restore-1b-in-grants-cut-by-nsf/759958/
https://grant-witness.us/posts/2026-06-16_nsf_grantmaking_pause/
https://grant-witness.us/nsf-data.html
https://www.cleveland.com/news/2025/05/ohio-loses-47-million-nsf-program-for-minorities-in-stem-education.html
https://ktla.com/news/nationworld/osu-researcher-700k-grant-canceled-when-doge-misunderstood-use-of-climate/
https://ktla.com/news/nationworld/osu-researcher-700k-grant-canceled-when-doge-misunderstood-use-of-climate/
https://cen.acs.org/policy/research-funding/nsf-graduate-research-fellowship-numbers/104/web/2026/04
https://cen.acs.org/policy/research-funding/nsf-graduate-research-fellowship-numbers/104/web/2026/04
https://eos.org/research-and-developments/nsf-cuts-hundreds-of-science-program-budgets-by-up-to-30
https://eos.org/research-and-developments/nsf-cuts-hundreds-of-science-program-budgets-by-up-to-30
https://eos.org/research-and-developments/nsf-cuts-hundreds-of-science-program-budgets-by-up-to-30
https://eos.org/research-and-developments/nsf-cuts-hundreds-of-science-program-budgets-by-up-to-30
https://nsf-gov-resources.nsf.gov/files/06-fy2026.pdf
https://ohiocapitaljournal.com/2025/09/03/ohio-universities-and-two-childrens-hospitals-impacted-by-national-institutes-of-health-grant-cuts/
https://grant-witness.us/nsf-data.html


funded research initiatives in Ohio are wide-ranging—from studying the long-term impacts of 
COVID to minority women's health. Detail how universities are managing delays in lab expansion, 
equipment procurement and new research ventures.  
 

 


